TOWN OIF SAN ANSIEILMO
STAIFIF RJElPORT
MAY 23, 20113

For the meeting of May 28, 2013

TO :

Town Council

FROM:

Sean Condry, P.E., Public Works Director

SUBJECT:

Median Improvements

RECOMMENDATION:
That Town Council acknowledges and files the volunteer efforts to improve the medians in San Anselmo.
BACKGROUND AND DISCUSSION:
The Town of San Anselmo has been contacted by a group of local business' and/or residents who hope to
improve the medians throughout the Town of San Anselmo through volunteer efforts. Improvements
would include irrigation and low maintenance, drought tolerant, non-intrusive root plants on our medians.
The group would also hope to incorporate Cor-ten steel elements on the street signs and Cor-ten steel
silhouettes as shown on the attached renderings.
The Volunteer group will make a presentation at the meeting on the project.
FISCAL IMP ACT
No fiscal impact at this time.
Respectfully submitted,

~~
Sean Condry, P.E.
Public Works Director

Attachment: Michael Moncayo and Studio Green Median Ideas and Drawings
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San Anselmo Medians Project Overview
The medians are one of the first impressions of San Anselmo for new-comers,
passers-by, and residents on a daily basis. Their improvement must be attractive,
provide a positive outlook, and reflect the unique attributes and values of San
Anselmo.
The median design is a celebration of the distinctive qualities of San Anselmo,
while providing much needed aesthetic improvements. The medians are an
opportunity to define the Town's identity as a progressive, active, and
conscientious community. By using sustainable, low maintenance, drought
tolerant California Native plants in the medians, we are embracing San
Anselmo's commitment to environmental stewardship. Further, a cohesive
signage program will unify and give a clear identity to the town of San Anselmo.
Lastly, art installations that complement the signage materials will offer another
layer of meaning, playfulness, and interest for San Anselmo.
California Native Plants
Native plants are adapted to the local climate conditions and are droughttolerant, low-maintenance, and well-suited to the exposed and often neglected
growing conditions of the medians. Unlike other communities that choose to
ornament their medians with non-native and exotic plants, the use of native
plants in the San Anselmo medians is a conscious decision to celebrate the
place and environment of San Anselmo and demonstrate the community's
commitment to sustainability and stewardship.
Signage
The experience of moving within the Town will be more recognizable and
appealing through a cohesive signage program. The median signage design
standardizes the post structural materials, scale, and use of the Town logo
throughout San Anselmo in a way that complements the existing permanent
Town entry signs. The use of Cor-ten steel in the post and structure of the
signage offers a reasonably low-cost material that is also very low-maintenance
(self-sealing surface in a warm/ rusty color).
Artful Message I Silhouettes
We use the roadways on each side of the medians to move from home to work,
school, shopping, recreation, and all other activities we engage in. The medians
serve as the perfect platform to remind us of how wonderful our community is
and how important activity and motion are in our lives. We live in a unique place

that is filled with outdoor activity options: walking, running, biking, hiking, sports,
dancing, and yoga, to name just a few. Playful silhouettes of laser-cut Cor-ten
steel symbolize these activities and inspire us to connect with the natural beauty
of San Anselmo and get out together and move! Also, there is interest to involve
the students of Sir Francis Drake High School in the creation of these silhouettes,
which could be fabricated using the high school's art/shop equipment.
Donor Opportunity:
The installation and partial maintenance shall be a combined public/private
partnership. Donor opportunities include the purchase of materials, donation of
specific labor, professional donations (by local construction businesses, for
instance), and silhouette sponsorship as a fund-raising device. An 'Adopt-AMedian' program would be a viable way to involve local businesses in the
maintenance of the medians, as well as provide positive exposure for these
businesses. There is also support from the Chamber of Commerce to direct
funding through the San Anselmo Community Foundation and make use of
'crowd-funding' opportunities.
Contribute:
Show your support by talking to your neighbors, Town Council members, and
local businesses about this project.
Contact Information:
The San Anselmo Median project is a combined effort between Michael Moncayo
Construction and Studio Green Landscape Architects. For further information
please contact:
info@studiogreen.com or mgmoncayo@comcast.net
Stay tuned for meeting announcements and other opportunities to get involved!

A Vision for the

San Anselmo Medians
Beautification Project

Project Overview:
The medians are one of the first impressions of San Anselmo for new-comers, passers-by,
and residents on a daily basis. Their improvement must be attractive, provide a positive
outlook, and reflect the unique attributes and values of San Anselmo.
The median design is a celebration of the distinctive qualities of San Anselmo, while
providing much needed aesthetic improvements. The medians are an opportunity to
define the Town’s identity as a progressive, active, and conscientious community.

Get Involved...

California Native Plants
Native plants are adapted to the local climate conditions and are drought-tolerant, low-maintenance, and well-suited to the exposed and often neglected growing conditions
of the medians. Unlike other communities that choose to ornament their medians with non-native and exotic plants, the use of native plants in the San Anselmo medians is a
conscious decision to celebrate the place and environment of San Anselmo and demonstrate the community’s commitment to sustainability and stewardship of nature.

Signage

Artful Message

The experience of moving within the Town will be more recognizable and appealing through a cohesive signage
program. The median signage design standardizes the post structural materials, scale, and use of the Town
logo throughout San Anselmo in a way that complements the existing permanent Town entry signs.

We use the roadways on each side of the medians to move from home to work, school, shopping, recreation, and
all other activities we engage in. The medians serve as the perfect platform to remind us of how wonderful our
community is and how important activity and motion are in our lives. We live in a unique place that is filled with
outdoor activity options: walking, running, biking, hiking, sports, dancing, and yoga, to name just a few. Playful
silhouettes of laser-cut Cor-ten steel symbolize these activities and inspire us to connect with the natural beauty
of San Anselmo and get out together and move!
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Donor Opportunity:

Contribute:

Contact Information:

The installation and partial maintenance shall be a combined public/private partnership.
Donor opportunities include the purchase of materials, donation of specific labor,
professional donations, and silhouette sponsorship as a fund-raising device.

Show your support by talking to your neighbors, Town Council
members, and local businesses about this project.

The San Anselmo Median project is a combined effort between Michael
Moncayo and Studio Green. For further information please contact:
info@studiogreen.com or Michael Moncayo at mgmoncayo@comcast.net

San Anselmo Existing Signage

