TOWN OF SAN ANSELMO
STAFF REPORT
June 5, 2013

For the meeting of June 11, 2013

TO:

Town Council

FROM:

Sean Condry, P.E., Public Works Director

SUBJECT:

Downtown Park at 535 San Anselmo Avenue

RECOMMENDATION:

That Town Council acknowledges and files the status of the park construction and related Town
work has been completed.
BACKGROUND AND DISCUSSION:

Park construction/demolition started at the beginning of March after the applicant applied for a
demolition permit on February 19,2013 and received the permit on February 21,2013. The
building permit was applied for on March 13,2013 and received on April 15,2013. Since the
beginning of the permit process and throughout the demolition and construction process town
staff has endeavored to work with the applicant to keep the process moving as is standard
protocol. The drawings submitted by the applicant were by a professional local landscape
architect and the project manager was very thorough and efficient in responding to Town
questions thereby insuring that the permit application moved through the Town permitting
process rapidly.
Throughout the ongoing construction of the park the Town staff parking lot has been used for
construction staging and various parking areaslzones have been relocated by the Public Works
Department. Currently park construction work is well under way and nearing completion. The
park is scheduled to have a majority of the work completed by June 14,2013 and ready for the
Art and Wine Festival (for walking on the concrete paths only) by June 22, 2013. The park
should be fully functional by July 14,2013.
The applicant has completed frontage improvements consisting of sidewalk, landscape, and
drainage work along Magnolia Avenue, San Anselmo Avenue, and City Hall Avenue as required
as part of the permit process. Town staff has worked over 80 hours to date during the demolition
and construction stages to insure that the park, the public right of way, and Town property
improvements are implemented in a seamless fashion.
The applicant also performed some sidewalk and drainage work on behalf of the Town on the
backside of the park in the Town Hall parking lot along Magnolia Avenue and Library Place at a
cost to the Town of approximately $15,000 to date with some sidewalk work still pending in the
parking lot. Other upgrades to the Town drainage system are also required by the Town due to
the work completed to date on the Magnolia Avenue drainage system.

Once the park has been completed the two existing crosswalks crossing Magnolia Avenue and
San Anselmo A venue along with a new crosswalk crossing San Anselmo Avenue will have
concrete and pavers installed in the crosswalks as part of the frontage improvement
requirements. These new crosswalks will also have new ADA ramps and will incorporate a
complete streets policy by highlighting the pedestrian and bicycle access to the park insuring
safer crossings of San Anselmo and Magnolia Avenue to access park and other areas.
the new
The applicant has requested to either contribute the costs of the remaining crosswalk frontage
improvement work in lieu of doing the work or having the Town Public Works Department at a
minimum manage the project. This process would be similar to non-maintained drainage or
street work that the Town currently oversees for residents.
FISCAL IMPACT
The work completed by the applicant for the Town in the amount of$15,000 for drainage and
sidewalk work will come from Road Maintenance un-programmed streets/drainage fund. Time
spent by staff will come from the Engineering salaries fund.
Respectfully submitted,

Sean Condry, P .E.
Public Works Director

TOWN OF SAN ANSELMO
STAFF REPORT
June 5, 2013

For the meeting of June 11, 2013

TO:

Town Council

FROM:

Sean Condry, P.E., Public Works Director

SUBJECT:

Magnolia Avenue Drainage and Paving Plan

RECOMMENDATION:

That Town Council reviews the idea to make improvements to Magnolia Avenue and give
direction to Public Works staff.
BACKGROUND AND DISCUSSION:

As part of the new park construction at 535 San Anselmo Avenue, frontage improvements were
made to the sidewalk, curb and gutter, and drainage system along Magnolia Avenue. These
improvements were required as part of the park project to widen the narrow three foot sidewalk
to five feet on the park side and to improve the severe water ponding issues along Magnolia
Avenue and Library Place. The improvements made to date necessitate further improvements by
the Town to the drainage system along Magnolia Avenue and provide an opportunity to make
substantial improvements to Magnolia Avenue turning the street into a raised pedestrian
table/parkway that would accommodate not only motorists but the large number of pedestrians
that use this section of Magnolia and/or future Town events.
A pedestrian table (speed table) is a traffic calming measure used throughout the United States
and is listed as one of the Town's traffic calming measures which is in the Town's Traffic
Calming Handbook online. On attachment 1 there are pictures of speed tables in San Francisco
and in San Rafael. These pictures show how you can take a pedestrian area such as a park or
plaza and incorporate the street adjacent to them into the overall pedestrian area by raising the
street vertically to the same level as the sidewalk. The area of the street that is raised or made
flush with the sidewalks is typically visually different in its finish/color and has other barriers or
visual cues to indicate both to the motorist and pedestrian that this is a shared or mixed use area.
Speed tables designed correctly slow traffic down so the area is safer for pedestrians but at the
same time have little to no impact on emergency vehicle response time and access. The speed
table proposed for Magnolia Avenue would be immediately adjacent to the park and would be
installed during or after the new paver crosswalks are installed on San Anselmo Avenue and
Magnolia Avenue which are part of the required frontage improvements for the new park. The
proposed pedestrian/speed table on Magnolia Avenue would be flush with the sidewalk from one
end of the park on San Anselmo A venue to the end of the Park near or past Keintz Lane.
Bollards and truncated domes would line the transition from the sidewalk to the pedestrian/speed
table on both sides of Magnolia Avenue.

This proposed improvement would be in keeping with the Town' s adopted Complete Streets
Resolution which implements projects that improve our infrastructure for all modes of
transportation including pedestrians, bicyclists, and motorists. If the proposed Magnolia Avenue
Pedestrian Table moves forward, it is anticipated that the design could be completed in the next
month or so and construction could begin late summer or in the fall . With or without the
pedestrian table the drainage work and other sidewalk work will have to commence along
Magnolia before next winter.

FISCAL IMP ACT

The approximate cost for engineering/design of the drainage and pedestrian table work is
$20,000 and the cost for the construction work is approximately $100,000. The funds for this
project would come from the Road Maintenance Fund and this year we have an additional
$100,000 from TAM from Measure B funds which we receive every three years.
Respectfully submitted,

~dry,~
Public Works Director
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TOWN OF SAN ANSELMO
STAFF REPORT
June 5, 2013
For the Meeting of June 11, 2013
TO:

Town Council

FROM:

Debra Stutsman, Town Manager

SUBJECT:

San Anselmo Community Foundation

RECOMMENDATION
That Council review the request of the San Anselmo Community Foundation (SACF) for a donation of
$10,000 to the downtown park currently under construction and provide direction to staff.

BACKGROUND
The San Anselmo Community Foundation received a very valuable donation of prime real estate in
downtown San Anselmo to be dedicated as an urban park from resident George W. Lucas. The SACF
has submitted the attached letter to the Town requesting a donation of $10,000 to assist with the
overall fundraising goal of $300,000 for the community park. The funding request letter is attached.

FISCAL IMPACT
Staff is in the process of compiling the 2013-14 proposed budget for Council review at the meeting of
July 23. A donation to the SACF directed by the Town Council would be budgeted for in the upcoming
budget.
Respectfully submitted,

Debra Stutsman
Town Manager
Attachment: Letter from San Anselmo Community Foundation

San A nse lm o Community Foundation
P.O. Box 2844

I

I 415.454.2510

Sa n Anselmo, CA 94979-284~ece\Ved

May 15,2013
Debbie Stutsman, Town Manager
525 San Anselmo A venue
San Anselmo, CA 94960

MAY '}, 0 2013
Town 0 f Sa_n. Anselmo

Dear Debbie,
The San Anselmo Community Foundation (SAC F) is pleased to announce that we have received a very valuable donation
of prime real estate in downtown San Anselmo to be dedicated as an urban park from our own resident, George W. Lucas.
The SACF is requesting $10,000 from the Town of San Anselmo to contribute to our over all fundraising goal of
$300,000 for the community park.
As a partner in this collaboration, the SACF has committed to raise this additional $300,000 to complete the building of
the park including the permanent installation of the Star Wars creator' s original statues, two of his most well known
characters; the only life-sized bronze statue of Indiana Jones and one ofthe few original Yoda statues commissioned by
George Lucas and crafted by sculptor Lawrence Noble.
The SACF is excited about this exciting endeavor to not only provide a much needed community gathering spot for the
residents of San Anselmo, but also an unique 0pp0l1unity for our children and their families to experience being "up close
and personal" with these iconic characters. Your contribution will ensure a plaque will be placed in honor of the Town's
supp0l1.
The Town's generous contribution will insure:
a. A downtown community venue for schools, businesses, and non-profits to hold community events
b. A place for the library to hold outdoor book readings
c. A place for children to have outdoor art classes
d. A local community gathering place
e. A San Anselmo identity
f. Increased property values
g. Increased foot traffic benefiting struggling downtown business
h. Increased tax revellues from businesses near a community park
I.
Create a Bay Area landmark and building a San Anselmo legacy
The SACF is grateful for your supp0l1 of this community-wide effol1. The park will become the unique and permanent
home for two of the most well-known and widely loved film characters of our time. Visit the park at:
www.sananselmopark.org or Facebook https:llwww.facebook.com/SanAnselmoDowntownPark.
The SACF greatly appreciates your financial supp0l1 and we look forward to seeing you at the Grand Opening
celebrations: Kid's Park Inauguration August 2, 5pm and August 24 Dinner Under the Stars "A Taste of San Anselmo. "
Sincerely,

;0~

t~~ur~

Connie Rodgers
President

" Th e San Anselmo Community Foundat ion mission is to support and advance
the educational, cultural, and economic interest of the San Anselmo Community_ "
501(c)(3) Char;table Foundabon I Tax ID 31-1742764

TOWN OF SAN ANSELMO
STAFF REPORT
June 5, 2013
For the Meeting of June 11. 2013
TO:

Town Council

FROM:

Debra Stutsman, Town Manager

SUBJECT:

Downtown Park Recognition Sign age

RECOMMENDATION
That Council review the proposal of the San Anselmo Community Foundation (SACF) to install
recognition sign age for the downtown park in the planting area of Town Hall, facing the park.

BACKGROUND
The SACF is accepting donations for the downtown park and is proposed to install donor recognition
sign age somewhere in the park. The place that has been identified is in the garden area directly
fronting the side of Town Hall that faces the park, just to the right of the two windows closest to the
back parking lot. A picture is attached of the location.
Respectfully submitted,

Debra Stutsman
Town Manager

