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This Proposal by
is in response to the Reimagine Creekside Commons Design
Competition by Town of San Anselmo Request for Qualifications for Park Reimagination as part of the San Anselmo
Flood Risk Reduction Project (SAFRR).
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March 15, 2019
Reimagine Creek Park Community Advisory Committee (CAC)
San Anselmo

Dear CAC:
We are pleased to submit our statement of qualifications to you for the stewardship of the community
process and design for San Anselmo Creekside Commons.
is an established San Francisco-based design studio that has served
the Bay Area for over 25 years. Our wide-ranging experience includes civic, institutional, and private
development, with an emphasis on community-based projects. We are accustomed to working with
complex project constraints and lofty project goals, and we believe we have the expertise to envision a
park that incorporates the natural flow of San Anselmo Creek, enhances the urban-wild interfaces, and
meets the aspirations of the community for an inspiring public meeting place.
We believe we can help achieve the goals of the community by offering a highly collaborative and
inclusive approach to design coupled with our expertise in the artistic manipulation in topography. We
believe the most successful design will seamlessly incorporate site features such as an amphitheater
and play elements with universal access, strong physical and visual linkages, and allow for a more
natural fluctuation in creek levels thereby mitigating potential flood effects. Layered in the features of
such a site would be the unique detailing and character that make a place singular and inspiring. We
would love to help the San Anselmo community develop a site that speaks to the history and future of
this vibrant city.
We would be honored to be selected as a qualified team. Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely yours,
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has been designing and building landscapes in the San Francisco Bay Area
for over 25 years. We offer services in landscape architecture and land planning
with an emphasis on local urban, infill, community-based projects. Our office
was founded on the principles of social and environmental sustainability and
on enhancing the urban environment for all city dwellers. We endeavor to build
dynamic places that nurture our natural environment, evoke the character of the
locale, and foster a sense of community.
has design experience across a broad spectrum of projects, from large master
plans to project specific custom details. Our comprehensive knowledge influences
our work on every level and is especially relevant for urban-infill projects. In the
fine-grain detail of streetscapes, parks, and plazas, we see the larger city fabric. At
the master planning level, we foresee the details that make a place compelling. We
offer comprehensive services in landscape architecture and land planning. We are
equally versed in all phases of the design process, offering value and experience
from the early phases of conceptual design to construction administration. We
have considerable experience with LEED and LEED-equivalent projects, and
always approach projects with sensitivity to the context of a site and the greater
environmental goals of San Francisco and the Bay Area.
The
team is made up of eight dedicated individuals, all with varying backgrounds,
experience, and interests. What we have in common is our dedication to the work
we do, the joy of collaboration, and a passion for design. We work together to
make the most of every project opportunity and extend our collaborative approach
to every consultant and client we work with.
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Statement of Ability
Complex projects, such as the Creekside Commons, require experience in team visioning and management
as well as technical expertise.
can provide both this necessary inspiration and execution. Our effort
would start with site analysis and a general study of San Anselmo creek and the site’s topography. No less
importantly, we would be seeking the input and engagement of the community as collaborators in the design
process. Ultimately, together, we would seek to design a place that tells the story of the history, environment,
and future of San Anselmo, community and City.

Participatory Design Experience
Developing, designing and building successful park projects can only begin with the engagement of the
community and relevant stakeholders. Many of
civic projects have emerged from active engagement
with community members from the initial program development and conceptual phase. We believe this is
an important part of the Re-imagining of Creekside Commons, and would bring to you a robust community
engagement approach.
Emerald Park, in San Francisco’s Rincon Hill neighborhood, is an example of our commitment to communitybased design. Over the course of 6 months,
co-led five community workshops, included neighborhood
residents, and helped to build a plan that met community desires as well as seamlessly integrated necessary
infrastructure and emergency vehicle access. This project represents a successful design resolution to
numerous constraints and demands within a limited park site. The half-acre park includes significant grade
change, on-structure and on-grade building conditions, the afore mentioned vehicle access, as well as universal
access, passive recreation space, children’s play, and off-leash dog area. The site itself bordered CalTrans
property, requiring special permission and permitting. It’s this type of experience that gives us the necessary
expertise to develop and design a project that falls partially within the San Anselmo Flood Risk Reduction
Project (SAFRR).

Public Sector Project Experience
Over 25 years and dozens of projects completed in the Bay Area,
has developed a strong and reliable
understanding of the effort needed and appropriate approach to seeing public sector projects through to fruition.
Some notable projects we have completed with Public Agencies are 50 UN Plaza, the redesign of a private
courtyard as part of the rehabilitation of a historic GHD building in Civic Center, San Francisco; the San
Francisco Public Safety Building, the Police and Fire Headquarters in Mission Bay; and the redesign and
rehabilitation of Balboa Park in San Francisco.
We are well-versed with typical public approvals processes and likely expectations of various agencies. The
potential challenges of public sector work drives us toward better design and more complete and thoughtful
assessments of our proposals. We try to make all of our projects part of a larger vision of a better community
and working with various public agencies is an important part of that effort.
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Project Team
The
design team begins with
, Principal, and
and
, Senior Associates.
Together, we bring over 80 years of project experience to the table. This is complemented by the rest of the
staff, an enthusiastic, dedicated, and eminently imaginative group of landscape designers. The office is highly
collaborative and inquisitive, ready to remake the public realm to incorporate natural systems and address the
urgent need for adaptable infrastructure, all while elevating the human experience with inspiring places to gather,
play, rest, and explore.
, founder of
, has been in practice for over 40 years. His skills at site planning and topographic
manipulation are invaluable in civic projects. He is highly adept at engineering with artistry, making him an
excellent leader for this particular design challenge.
has been practicing for over 20 years and brings high design acumen as well as construction expertise to
the team. He would be leading the vision for place-making and design character, as well as playing an ongoing
roll in shepherding the project through the phases of design.
has been working with
for over 10 years, collaborating with him on numerous projects, including
Emerald Park. Her expertise is in cross-disciplinary collaboration and community engagement. She is
passionate about the importance of civic spaces as well as wild spaces, and most of all, where these two types
of environs converge. She would lead the effort at community involvement.
has a number of long-standing relationships with civil and structural engineers, as well as artists, lighting
designers, and horticultural consultants. We think the best designs result from cross-disciplinary collaborations.
Our amicable relationships and mutual history gives us access to great insight and ideas, and we would seek to
include such experts as needed.

HOSTS A PUBLIC SITE VISIT AT THE EMERALD PARK PROJECT SITE.
SITE ELEMENTS WERE SPRAY-PAINTED TO SCALE ON THE EXISTING
ASPHALT TO ALLOW PARTICIPANTS TO FEEL THE SPACE.
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P ro j ec t E x perience
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jOhN MCLAREN PARK -

M u Lt I - u S E C O u R t

SAN fRANCISCO

Description:
This is part of the larger McLaren Park Vision Plan
(2018) that aims to celebrate the wild and unique
nature of the park and enhance the environmental
assets of the community. The McLaren Park Tai
Chi (Multi-use) Courts were generated as a priority
project from the Vision Plan. The Courts will support
an existing community that regularly engages in Tai
Chi, cultural dance and other movement practice.
Composed with a natural aesthetic and simple
furnishings, the design follows the natural contours
of the landscape with winding trails that open up to
spaces nestled within the topography. The court will
be a welcome home for neighbors’ daily practice,
and an addition to McLaren Park’s many hidden
discoveries for passersby.
The MacLaren Park Vision plan covers 313 acres of
land and is ongoing.
will work with San Francisco
Recreation & Park Department further and continue to
improve park spaces one area at a time.

Client:
San Francisco Recreation & Park Department
Date Completed:
ongoing
Gross SF:
7,000 SF
Construction Cost:
TBD
The total cost will be part of the $12 million allocated for
improving McLaren Park by San Francisco Clean and Safe
Neighborhood Parks Bond Program approved in 2012
Project Type:
Public Park
References:
Michael DeGregorio, Project Manager
San Francisco Recreation and Park Department
City & County of San Francisco
30 Van Ness Ave, Third Floor, Suite 3000,
San Francisco, CA 94102
P. 415.581.2575
E. michael.degregorio@sfgov.org
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BALBOA PARK

SAN fRANCISCO

Description:
Balboa Park is one of the most popular parks in
San Francisco and acts as the social heart of
the surrounding community. Prior to renovation
efforts, many of the park amenities had been
neglected and become unusable. Along with
the Trust for Public Land and the SF Parks and
Recreation Department, CLA hosted a series of
public workshops to determine neighborhood
priorities for revitalization and improvements.
then provided construction documents
and construction observation for myriad park
improvements, including a new playground, new
skate park, refurbished tennis courts, accessibility
improvements, new park fencing, and a new park
entry.
Existing planting was pruned to re-establish
visual access to the street and new droughttolerant planting added. Re-opened in 2012, the
park is once again a resource for the surrounding
neighborhoods and the city.
Community Involvement:
worked with Trust for Public Land and SF
Recreation and Parks to gain community input
through a series of public workshops.

Client:
Ciyt of San Francisco Recreation & Parks
Date Completed:
2012
Gross SF:
22 acres
Construction Cost:
$16.9M ( for site work)
Reference:
Philip Vitale, Trust for Public Land
Senior Project Manager
101 Montgomery St. # 900
San Francisco, CA 94104
T. 415.800.5279 E: philip.vitale@tpl.org
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EmErald Park

san francisco

Description:
The Park and Apartments at 333 Harrison Street
are located within the rapidly changing Rincon Hill
area. The building and park are designed to share
a vibrant, active, urban edge through a series of
private stoops and a large building ‘portal’ that
links the park to the private courtyard.
The park design was developed through a
series of community workshops led by
in collaboration with Isabel Wade and Corinne
Woods. Community members participated in
five meetings, during which a program and site
plan developed. The half-acre park includes
a community garden, children’s play area,
amphitheater-style seating and a large lawn.
Community Involvement: The park design
was developed through a series of community
workshops, co-led by

Client:
Emerald Fund
Architect:
Christiani Johnson Architects
Date Completed:
Spring 2016
Units:
326 Units
Gross SF:
336,465 SF
Construction Cost:
$41M
Construction Type:
Type III
Sustainability:
GPR
Reference:
Oz Erikson
Chairman & Project Owner, Emerald Fund
P. 415.777.2914 ex. 3
oz@emeraldfund.com
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HELEN WILLS PARK

SAN fRANCISCO

Description:
Under the direction of the City and
County of San Francisco Recreation
& Parks Department,
worked on
comprehensive improvements for this
neighborhood park in the busy Nob Hill
neighborhood.
Improvements include construction of
a new community building, design of
a children’s play area and sand box,
compete renovation of existing tennis
courts, addition of basketball and skating
areas, and new planting within and along
the site perimeter.
To utilize the dramatic changes in elevation
on the site,
collaborated closely with
City representatives and play equipment
manufacturers to design safe and unique
play structures. A wood deck gradually
descends from the roof of the community
building into the play area, defining the
pathway to the lower section of the park
while providing opportunities for children
to climb and slide.
The project opened in summer 2005 and
was selected Best New Playground by SF
Weekly in 2007.
Community Involvement: The park began
as a grassroots effort to build a new park
from the ground up in place of the existing
Polk Gulch Park.
worked closely with
residents, Holt Hinshaw architects, and
the SF Recreation and Park Department to
realize the neighborhood’s vision.
Client:
San Francisco Recreation & Park Department
Architect:
Holt Hinshaw, San Francisco, CA
Date Completed:
2005
Construction Cost:
$2.5M
Reference:
Dwight Ashdown, Ashdown Architecture & Design
Project Manager & Principal, Holt Hinshaw
T: (415) 552-5126
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J essie S q u are

san f rancisco

Description:
worked closely with
Handel Architects to provide construction
documentation and construction observation services for this 35,000 square feet
public plaza. Jessie Square is an integral
part of the open space fabric of the Yerba
Buena arts district. The plaza links the
Yerba Buena Gardens with the new Contemporary Jewish Museum, the St. Patrick
Church, and the Four Seasons Hotel. Built
above an existing parking garage, the
design succeeds in providing universal accessibility between these institutions. In the
future, it will also function as a forecourt to
the new Mexican Museum.
The plaza features a low, terraced water
fountain with inset pebbles, large lawn
areas with wood benches, exposed aggregate concrete paving with accent stone
insets, and a row of Gingko trees that
provide a shade canopy to the outdoor
dining area.
Jessie Square received the AIACC Award
of Merit for Urban Design in 2009.
Client: 		
MillenniumPartners/ San Francisco Redevelopment
Agency
Architect:
Handel Architects
Date Completed:
2009
Construction Cost:
$1.5M (for sitework)
Reference:
Glen Rescalvo, Handel Architects
Principal-In-Charge
T: 415. 495.5588
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Pr i n ci pa l
has over forty years of experience with a variety of projects in Landscape
Architecture and Land Planning. He is the founder and principal in charge of
. As a
former Principal with the
, Sausalito,
was responsible for numerous
projects in the San Francisco Bay Area, Arizona, Colorado, the Midwest, the Southeast,
and Asia.

EDUCATION
1976
1980

Bachelor of Landscape Architecture, Cal Poly Pomona
Master of Landscape Architecture, Harvard School of Design
REGISTRATION/ AFFILIATIONS
Licensed Landscape Architect, California #
Licensed Landscape Architect, Washington #
Member, American Society of Landscape Architects
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

1990 - Present
1980 - 1990
SELECTED PROJECTS
45 Lansing Streetscape, San Francisco - shared street
50 UN Plaza, San Francisco - courtyard
Balboa Park, San Francisco - public park/playground
Family House, San Francisco - affordable housing/healthcare
Fay Park, San Francisco - public park/historic restoration
Helen Wills Park, San Francisco - public park/playground
Jesse Square Plaza, San Francisco - public park
Mission Bay Major Phase Parks P-18, P-19, P-20, San Francisco - public parks
Mission Bay Parks P-16 & P-17, San Francisco - public parks
Mission Bay Streetscape, San Francisco - public streets
Rincon Green & Emerald Park, San Francisco- multi-family housing & park
Salono Superior Courthouse, Fairfield - Courthouse
San Benito Superior Court, Hollister - Courthouse and public plaza
San Francisco Ambulance Deployment Facility, San Francisco - Fire Department Facility
San Francisco International Airport Hyatt, San Francisco - hotel
San Francisco Public Safety Building, San Francisco - Fire and Police Departments Facility
Stevenson Alley, San Francisco - shared street and public art
Transbay Block 8, San Francisco - affordable housing + multi-family housing
UC Merced Student Services Building, Merced - campus building
UC Merced Science and Engineering 2 Building, Merced - campus building
UC Merced Student Activities and Athletics Center, Merced - campus building
AWARDS
2010 AIA California council Award of Merit, U.C. Merced Long Range Development Plan
2009 AIA California Council Award of Merit, Urban Design, Jessie Square
2009 ASLA Northern California Chapter Award of Merit, Urban Design, Jessie Square
2009 California Governor’s Environmental Leadership Award, U.C. Merced Long Range Development Plan
1999 Sacramento Valley Section APA Planning Award, Broadway/Stockton Urban Design
1999 California APA Planning Award for Excellence, Broadway/Stockton Urban Design Plan
1985 ASLA National Merit Award for Village North, a multi family housing project
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S en i o r L a n dsc ap e Arc hitec t / Projec t M anager
has over thirty years of experience with a variety of projects in Landscape
Architecture. As former Principal with the Office of Cheryl Barton, he managed site design,
budget, staffing, deliverables, and coordination with the design team and contractors.
With vast experience in built projects,
is responsible for the construction
documentation, technical specifications and construction observations at
.

EDUCATION
1979
1983

Bachelor of Science, Horticulture, University of Hawaii at Manoa
Master of Landscape Architecture, University of Pennsylvania
REGISTRATION/ AFFILIATIONS
Licensed Landscape Architect, California
Licensed Landscape Architect, Arizona #
Licensed Landscape Architect, Pennsylvania #
Member, American Society of Landscape Architects
LEED Accredited Professional
Bay Friendly Qualified Professional
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

2014 - Present
2010 - Present
Project Manager
1995 - 2010
Office of Cheryl Barton, Vice President; Managing Principal
1990-1995
Tito Patri & Associates, Senior Landscape Architect
SELECTED PROJECTS
Cavallo Point-The Retreat At Fort Baker, Sausalito (with OCB)
Disney Family Foundation Museum, San Francisco (with OCB)
Family House, San Francisco - affordable housing/healthcare
GAP Headquarters, San Francisco (with OCB)
Marina Bay Park, Richmond (with OCB)
McEnery Children’s Park, San Jose (with OCB)
Noe Valley Library, San Francisco (with OCB)
Rincon Green & Emerald Park, San Francisco- multi-family housing & park
Rincon Park, San Francisco (with OCB)
Rosie the Riveter National Memorial, Richmond - park (with OCB)
San Francisco Ambulance Deployment Facility, San Francisco - Fire Department Facility
San Francisco International Airport Hyatt, San Francisco - hotel
Transbay Block 8, San Francisco - affordable housing + multi-family housing
Willie Mays Plaza at AT&T Park, San Francisco - public plaza (with OCB)
TEACHING
Instructor, UC Berkeley Extension, San Francisco, CA
Instructor, Sustainable Sites Planning & Design Workshop, Pacific Energy Center, San Francisco, CA
Adjunct Faculty, Department of Landscape Architecture & Horticulture, Temple University, PA
Teaching Assistant/Juror, Department of Landscape Architecture & Regional Planning, UPenn, Philadelphia, PA

16

S en i o r Asso c iate
is committed to the revitalization of the urban environment, the preservation and
enjoyment of open-space, and the built realization of unique design in both contexts. She
has project experience spanning from the early stages of conceptual planning and design
to construction documents and details.

EDUCATION
1999
2006

Bachelor of Arts, Biology, Oberlin College
Master of Landscape Architecture, University of Colorado, Denver
REGISTRATION/ AFFILIATIONS
Member, American Society of Landscape Architects
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

2008 - Present
DHM Design, Landscape Designer
2006- 2007

SELECTED PROJECTS
6th & Oak, Oakland - affordable senior housing
10th & Market, San Francisco - multi-family housing
474 Natoma, San Francisco - affordable mult-family housing
Arnett Watson, San Francisco - affordable housing
Family House, San Francisco - affordable housing/healthcare
Fair Oaks, Sunnyvale- multi-family housing + park
Rincon Green & Emerald Park, San Francisco- multi-family housing + park
San Francisco Ambulance Deployment Facility, San Francisco - Fire Department Facility
Transbay Block 8, San Francisco - affordable housing + multi-family housing
UC Merced Student Services Building, Merced - campus building
UC Merced Science and Engineering 2 Building, Merced - campus building
UC Merced Student Activities and Athletics Center, Merced - campus building
Walnut Creek Transit Village, Walnut Creek- transit village & multi-family housing
AWARDS
ASLA Award of Honor, 2006
Outstanding Graduate of School of Architecture and Planning, 2006
School of Architecture and Planning Award of Excellance in Landscape Architecture, 2005
School of Architecture and Planning Award for Service in Landscape Architecture, 2005
Americorps volunteer and scholarship recipient, 2005, 2006
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