Reimagine Creekside Commons
Design Competition 2019

March 15, 2019
Elise H. Semonian
The Town of San Anselmo
525 San Anselmo Avenue
San Anselmo, CA 94960
RE: Reimagine Creekside Commons
Dear Elise H. Semonian,
It is a pleasure to submit our qualifications for Reimagine Creekside Commons. We are excited by the
opportunity this site presents. The project has the potential to become an amenity for San Anselmo. The
proximity of the site to the downtown and the character of the site and the creek allow for the creation of
a unique and compelling public space. Our design team believes that through studying the area’s history,
developing a strong programming approach and re-engaging with natural processes, Creekside Commons
could become a source of civic pride.
We see the project as having three key areas where our team would provide a benefit to the City. These can be
summarized as Placemaking, Implementation, and Community.

Placemaking
The design for Creekside Commons must acknowledge the unique potential of the site’s location. We can
imagine a creekside plaza, an outdoor amphitheater, natural play for children, interpretation of the area’s
history and sustainable water quality solutions. Our flexible design approach to design goes beyond solving
the basic functional design problems. We weave site specific elements into memorable experiences that help
the community to find a unique connection to their natural and cultural environments. We will approach the
design with this philosophical approach.
Our team will approach programming and design with an analysis and exploration of opportunities that have
been identified and those may not have been considered previously. Our experience in public space and
innovative park design will support our exploration into needs that might be appropriate for this site.
Our designs are a blend of cultural, environmental and ecological forces that act on a site. We will study the
opportunities for restoration of local habitats and preservation of local ecologies as part of the plan. We strive
for a balance in design, seeking to allow for active use and preservation together in a park. A side benefit of
ecological restoration is the opportunity for education. We can work with local schools to help enhance the
educational outreach for the park.

Community
Our experience in park design shows that people are committed to community based design and are passionate
in their views. The park will be used by the community who will want a say in the design and the park may be
used by both residents and people from outside the neighborhood. While some community outreach has been
completed for this project, we anticipate additional outreach necessary to help with achieve consensus. We
are collaborators and will work with the City and community to develop the best plan. Our location in Marin
County and the fact that some of our staff and our proposed Project Manager live very close to the site make
us passionate about the project.

has a long history of successful park and public space projects. Our work with the City of South Lake
Tahoe on the El Dorado Beach lakefront park resulted in numerous design awards for the City. We are currently
working with the City of Hayward to create a central plaza and park that will become the civic open space for the
City. We are also recently completed a park master plan for Stafford Lake Park for Marin County which included
a variety of extreme recreational features. We are also currently working with the City of West Sacramento on
a plan for their riverfront. All of these projects included a strong collaborative spirit with our clients. We are a
landscape architecture firm with almost 60-years of experience in the development of park and public space
projects around the world and bring both a depth of experience and knowledge to the project.
I would act as Principal-in-Charge and lead designer for the project.
would be actively involved as
Project Manager.
brings local knowledge, living with his family in San Rafael. Assisting us would be an
team with strong experience in design, construction and environmental considerations. We are a firm of
30+ and have the resources to handle a project of this scope. We are cost conscious and always consider the
cost repercussions to design while we allow ourselves to dream big. We know how to work with donors. I am
a Board member of the Union Square Foundation and chair the Streetscapes Committee for the Union Square
Business Improvement District. Our Board mission is to advance the cultural and community vitality of the
area and establish a ‘sense of place’ including a community gathering place, very similar to the goals of this
project. In my Board role, I review potential grants and am familiar with foundations and their funding priorities.
Our mission is to create beautiful environments that enhance the communities in which they exist. We create
memorable parks that engage all the senses, create opportunities for education and recreation and serve as
the symbolic ‘hearts’ for their communities.
If you would like additional information on our firm, please don't hesitate to give us a call.

Sincerely,

Principal

Firm Profile & Approach
Firm Profile And Capability
a landscape architecture firm
with a broad practice in the design and planning of outdoor spaces.
Founded in 1958,
continues to be a leader in design quality and
service to clients. We are a Marin based landscape architecture firm
with our corporate headquarters in Mill Valley and a second office in
downtown San Francisco.

LEGAL NAME

BUSINESS TYPE

Landscape Architects and Planners
LEGAL STATUS

a California corporation in
business since 1958. Incorporated in
1967.

has demonstrated experience with a portfolio of successfully
completed projects. Our staff of 30 professionals has the ability to
implement complicated construction and design projects and to design
award winning quality designs. We have developed a sound method
to meet any anticipated project schedule though an efficient cost and
quality control system. The firm is proud of its record in this area and the
number of repeat clients speaks of our success in this area.
has the capability to do master planning, urban planning and
programming, site analysis, site planning, site specific design, grading,
planting design, irrigation design, hardscape design, site detailing,
full design services from conceptual design through construction
documentation, construction period services, 3-D visualization,
graphic renderings, design board presentations, mobile presentations,
assistance with user surveys, social media outreach assistance and
additional services as may be needed by the client.

TAX IDENTIFICATION NUMBER

believes in an approach that is collaborative, contextual and has
attention to detail at each stage of the project. Finding consensus,
building on commonality and stimulating the creativity of all stakeholders
will inform a design process that promises success. We have experience
in bringing disparate viewpoints together around a common visionbuilding consensus and agreement at each stage of the process. We use
a multi- faceted approach to achieve community consensus including
presentations, small working groups, questionnaires, interviews with key
users, and email.
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The majority of our work includes design through construction administration. With more than 60 years of
experience, primarily in the Northern California area, we take pride in our built work and our knowledge of
local conditions. Our construction document experience includes both complex projects where we were prime
consultant and subconsultants on multi- disciplinary teams. We excel in the breadth of our contract documents,
the experience of our staff and our relationships with contractors resulting in minimum change orders. We
keep up to date with the local cost of construction and can provide accurate estimates of cost for landscape
work to the design team.
Philosophy
Our philosophy at
is that design requires a holistic planning approach
that results in a place that embodies the spirit of its locale. Our process is to spend time researching and
understanding a place before we begin design. We study and draw from our impressions and our experience
to find the key ingredients that will capture the essence of a place.
We hope for our built projects to enrich the health and well-being of their users. We consider the practical
and the aesthetic, the psychological and the physical. We overlay the design program with the constraints of
the site. These constraints become the defining boundaries of our work. Each design draws from its unique
situation - the site, the people, the environment. We draw from the 'genius loci' in our designs - colors, textures,
sounds, language, history woven together to make a place.
Our work includes designs for many projects located in along water edges. These include creeks, rivers, the
Bay and the ocean. We understand the sensitivities of constructing on these waterfront sites. At the beginning
of the design process, we identify the relevant agencies that require coordination and review during the
process. We research the constraints of the water edge including required setbacks, high water lines, flooding
conditions, sea level rise and other influencing factors. We will determine what drawings will be required and
when they will be needed to set up a critical path timeline and convey this information to the design team. This
will ensure that everyone is aware of any landscape coordination issues.
This project is in our backyard. We have multiple employees that live within a 15 minute drive of the site who
are part of the potential user group. In a project of this importance to the firm, we guarantee that we will be
there with the client as a partner in development. We propose that we, along with our staff, form a collaboration
between the City and the other members of the design team, for the duration of the conceptual planning. We
imagine developing concepts in an atmosphere of joint creative energy. Our immersion in the process allows
us to develop and realize a concept in collaboration with all stakeholders.
has developed projects that achieve the highest level of sustainability. We utilize sustainable principles
of stormwater management, low water use planting and irrigation systems, reclaimed materials in site furniture
and construction, energy efficient lighting and other opportunities for sustainability.
We have multiple LEED platinum projects and projects that achieved the Living Building Challenge, the highest
level of green development. We always aspire to develop designs that respect natural systems, are sustainable
and self-replenishing. This approach educates and inspires the people who inhabit our landscape ‘places’ to
a new way of thinking about the environment they live in.

Experience
has extensive experience in projects with similar issues. We have included a select few cutsheets
representative of some of our projects.
— Similar Character – The combination of a creek environment with the proximity to downtown San Anselmo
creates a very distinct opportunity and character. We have multiple creekside and riverside projects in both
planning to implementation in our portfolio. A sampling of these include: San Francisquito Creek Master Plan,
San Lorenzo River Restoration, Mill Creek Linear Park in Bakersfield, Ceres River Bluff Regional Park, the
Sacramento River Greenway, San Jose Three Creeks Trail Master Plan, San Jose Coyote Creek Trail. Some of
our urban waterfront projects include the Guadalupe River Master Plan, PG&E Hunters Point and our current
project on the West Sacramento River Waterfront. One project that is very similar in character is Auburn School
Park Preserve, a Creekside project very close to the Auburn downtown.
— Similar Scale – Many of our projects are a similar scale to the Creekside Commons project. Our projects
range from planning river corridors to the design of overlooks and urban plazas. This project is in the scale
range of the majority of our projects.
— Attributes – Although there is no design at this time, we can imagine that the attributes and programming
opportunities of this project are those we have addressed in other projects. Community plazas, small
amphitheaters, seating areas, natural areas, outdoor learning and interpretive opportunities, water quality
treatment areas, pathways, grade change are all aspects of projects that we have extensive experience with.
— Goals – One of our key firm drivers is active placemaking – creating outdoor spaces that become the heart
of their communities and live on in the memories of the people that visit them. We understand the desire for
visual and physical connection across the creek and to the downtown and the Hub. We design for the long
term with quality materials. We consider children in our planning and our known for our expertise in designing
children’s environments. We are currently designing a play area for the Panhandle in Golden Gate Park, a
project that involved significant community input, was in a highly vandal prone area, required attracting major
donors and needed to age well over time.
— Public Sector – Over 40% of our work is for the public sector. We are very familiar with working for public
agencies, cities, counties, the state, the federal government, reviewing agencies and communities.
— References
• West Sacramento River – City of West Sacramento, Katie Yancy,
(916) 617-4500 katiey@cityofwestsacramento.org
• South Lake Tahoe Lakeview Commons – The Tahoe Conservancy, Ray Lacey,
(530) 543-6038 rlacey@tahoecons.ca.gov
• City of Sausalito – Loren Umbertis, Public Works Division Manager,
415.289-4113 lumbertis@sausalito. gov
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Resumes

Landscape Architect, LEED AP
Principal in Charge

Education

University of Oregon, Master
of Landscape Architecture
University of Oregon, Bachelor of
Landscape Architecture
Pennsylvania State University,
Bachelor of Science
Certification

Landscape Architect,
State of California #
Landscape Architect, State
of Kentucky
LEED Accredited Professional US
Green Building Council
Associations

American Society of Landscape
Architects
AIA Associate Member
Trustee, Marin Horizon School,
2001 – 2006
Chair, Beautification and
Streetscapes Advisory
Committee, Union Square
Business Improvement District, San
Francisco

As a Principal in the firm,
has been instrumental in the
design of a wide variety of high-profile projects. These include urban
design and planning, park and recreation planning, residential design,
and commercial and professional facilities. Her interests include the
relationship between art, architecture, landscape architecture and
contemporary urban design. She is a strong advocate of sustainable
design in all her projects. Over her time with the firm, her work has
expanded to include many international projects, including work in
Chile, Taiwan, Malaysia, Israel, Korea, the Philippines, China, Australia
and Japan.
Select Project Experience
El Dorado Beach Park 			
at Lakeview Commons
South Lake Tahoe, California

Sausalito Bridgeway to 		
Ferry Landing Study
Sausalito, California

Stafford Lake Park Master Plan
Novato, California

Panhandle Playground
San Francisco, California

San Mateo Shoreline Parks
Master Plan
San Mateo, California

Dunphy Park
Sausalito, California

Seal Point Park
San Mateo, California

Marin Civic Center Master Plan
San Rafael, California

Ryder Park
San Mateo, California

Union Square Public Realm
Activation Plan
San Francisco, California

Harborview Park
San Mateo, California

West Sacramento River Walk
West Sacramento, California

Tidelands Park
San Mateo, California

Healdsburg Streetscapes
Healdsburg, California

Hayward’s Historic Plaza Park and
Arboretum
Hayward, California
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Landscape Architect, LEED AP
Senior Associate, Project Manager

EDUCATION

University of Washington, Master of
Landscape Architecture
University of Washington, Master of
Civil & Environmental Engineering
Tufts University, Bachelor of Science,
Mechanical Engineering
CERTIFICATION

Landscape Architect, State of
California
LEED Accredited Professional US
Green Building Council
ASSOCIATIONS

American Society of Landscape
Architects

has over 15 years of experience designing outdoor spaces. His
sensitivity to client needs, user experience, and sustainable solutions
equals his passion for contemporary site design and place making.
has focused his career on understanding and exploring our
relationship with natural and built environments; and his background in
design, engineering and construction has given him a strong foundation
for working with clients, communities and multi-disciplinary.
At
has worked on a diverse range of public & private
projects; from master planning and conceptual visioning to a wide
variety of constructed projects. His work has included urban plazas,
streetscapes, and civic spaces; park and recreation projects; health
care facilities and corporate campuses; schools and educational
campuses; multi-use developments, commercial retail spaces, and
residential design.

Select Project Experience
Hayward’s Historic Plaza
and Arboretum
Hayward, California
Dunphy Park & Shoreline
Sausalito, California
El Dorado Beach Park
at Lakeview Commons
South Lake Tahoe, California
Playground at Harborview Park
San Mateo, California
Marin Montessori School Bay Trail
Corte Madera, California
Martin Luther Park Playground
Sausalito, California
Vina Del Mar Park
Sausalito, California

Sydney Walton Park Master Plan
San Francisco, California
Marin Civic Center Master Plan
San Rafael, California
Novato Civic Center Park
Novato, California
Paseo Park at Folsom & Clementia
San Francisco, CA
Presidio of San Francisco
Various Projects
San Francisco, California
Great Basin National Park
Visitor Center
Great Basin National Park, Nevada

West Sacramento Riverwalk
Sacramento, California

was commissioned by the City of West Sacramento to develop designs for the portion of the Sacramento River
waterfront in the 10-acre River Walk linear park in the Bridge District. The site features a pedestrian and bicycle path
on the crown of the levee. The City was looking for innovative public space designs to activate the waterfront as it
transitions to mixed use urban scale development.
developed multiple alternatives that included a river ‘swing’
garden, an outdoor bocce center, a plaza focused on a Burning Man sculpture, a dog agility course, hammock groves,
café kiosks, restored habitat planting, nature play areas and a river terrace theater.

Creek Park Design Contest 2019

Auburn School Park Preserve
Auburn, California

prepared a master plan for this 4.36 acre park and preserve adjacent to downtown historic Auburn. The plan
provides increased flood protection for the Old Town historic district. The park provides a landmark centerpiece for
community events, connects the Old Town and Downtown, and restores and preserves three acres of native oaks.
’s scope included the daylighting of a perennial stream that has been underground for decades; creation of an
interpretive nature center and pathways; creation of an information center for trails; and restoration of the historic
Cooper Amphitheater.
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Belvedere-Tiburon Library
Tiburon, California

worked with EHDD Architects to develop a plan for an expansion of the Belvedere Tiburon Library. As part of the
project,
designed a civic plaza that links the City Hall with the library. The new plaza will be the main civic space
for the community.
’s scope included expansion of an existing park that fronts on a lagoon and wetland. The
project is currently in environmental review.
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Candlestick Point Wedge Park
San Francisco, California

Surrounded by retail and mixed-use buildings, the bus rapid transit corridor, and central cycle route, the park provides
respite in the urban “heart” of Candlestick. The thin, long, wedge shape of the park gives it both the qualities of a plaza
and a promenade. As a broad pedestrian corridor, the park creates an important link in the surrounding urban fabric.
Along its length, the park offers opportunities to linger and enjoy the urban energy of the space with a Cafe Pavilion
anchoring the wider end. The promenade also provides moments of openness and extensive views across the South
Basin to Hunters Point.
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Mission Dolores Park Rehabilitation
San Francisco, California

Mission Dolores Park is a significant cultural landscape and the most intensely used park in San Francisco.
led
a multi-disciplinary team for a $20 million rehabilitation of the park. New accessible paths were fit into the historic
landscape to provide an accessible path of travel to all park facilities while preserving the historic context. Other
improvements included two new restrooms, a park maintenance facility tucked underneath a new sport court, and
rehabilitation of the existing landscape, drainage systems, and irrigation. The project started with an intensive community participation phase, including multiple steering committee meetings, public workshops, and considerable
community outreach. Gathering input and data from these dedicated community members was essential in creating
a plan that received broad community support.
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Panhandle Playground
San Francisco, California

Working alongside the San Francisco playground initiative ‘Let’sPlaySF!,
will redesign the children’s playground
in the iconic Panhandle.
’s work on the Panhandle playground will contribute to a larger initiative by the City
to renovate 13 of the current playgrounds most in need of safety and design improvements. At present,
is
facilitating the initial stages of the project by engaging the community in public workshops. These workshops are
aimed to create excitement amongst those who currently use the playground and those who will use it in the future.
Interactive feedback boards, clear and informative analysis diagrams and child friendly drawings stations were all tools
used by
in their workshops to encourage feedback and engage the public in the design process.
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San Mateo Shoreline Parks
San Francisco, California

Working in association with Prime landscape architects 2M Associates,
collaborated in the planning and design
effort for the 2.5-mile stretch of Bay shoreline that spans the length of the City of San Mateo. The area includes three
parks connected by the San Francisco Bay Trail. Design concepts for the parks were based on the natural and cultural
systems of the area, including designs that highlight wind, water and Bay marine life.
also completed the
construction drawings for Ryder Park and Seal Point Park with a combined construction budget of over $12 million.
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White Hill School
Fairfax, California

teamed with WRNS architects and Sherwood design Engineers in the renovation of White Hill School in Fairfax,
CA. The school sits on a 22-acre site at the base of White’s Hill, part of the Loma Alta Open Space Preserve. The
landscape improvements create a beautiful and functional setting for the new campus buildings while providing a
variety of opportunities for outdoor education and enrichment. The improvements incorporate outdoor gathering and
sitting areas, outdoor teaching spaces for each classroom, a small amphitheater, environmental/ecological education
opportunities, permeable paving, low-maintenance and native plantings, and a series of stormwater bioswales and
roof gardens to contribute to the sustainable design vision for the new campus.
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Olmsted Point Rehabilitation
Yosemite National Park, California

Olmsted Point, at elevation 8,400 feet, is the largest overlook on Yosemite National Park’s Tioga Road. The overlook
affords visitors expansive views of the dramatic granite landscape of the High Sierras including Half Dome, Cloud’s
Rest and Tenaya Canyon.
led a design team to complete the $1.6 million rehabilitation, providing a dramatic
upgrade to a degraded site. The project enlarged viewing areas that are edged with a rustic granite block wall that
blends with the natural landscape and provides much needed informal seating. The rehabilitation also included
accessibility improvements, interpretive exhibits, a bronze topographic map and trailhead information. The significant
project was another result of the public-private partnership between the National Park Service and the Yosemite
Conservancy. This project won the ASLA/NCC Merit Award.

Guadalupe River Park Master Plan and Phase 1
+ 2 projects
San Jose, California

This multi-purpose project for the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers provides flood control modifications, environmental
enhancement and recreation improvements for a 2.6-mile stretch of the Guadalupe River, which runs through the
heart of the downtown. The last of a four-phase project, this portion of the Guadalupe River Park enhances the urban
environment of San Jose providing a continuous riverwalk and park improvements. In this effort,
worked closely
with the San Jose Redevelopment Agency and URS Corporation in providing design and technical expertise for the new
park system. Additionally,
provided planting and irrigation design for the entire stretch of the project.
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El Dorado Beach Lakeview Commons
Waterfront Park
South LakeTahoe, California

was the competition winner for this 56-acre civic waterfront park in South Lake Tahoe. The site is located on the
lakefront with sweeping vistas of the lake and mountains. The civic park will serve as the community hub and primary
outdoor civic space for the City of South Lake Tahoe. A large beach and boat launch area will be redesigned to improve
access to the lake.
’s design concept includes a rejuvenated waterfront with terraced seating areas, a community
fire pit, a small boat storage building and food concession, and an elevated walkway for viewing the lake. A themed
campground with group fireplace hearths and small ‘green’ buildings would provide an alternative camping experience
on the site. Water quality basins are design to process all storm water runoff.
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San Francisco Office

Mill Valley / San Francisco

