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15 March 2019
The Town of San Anselmo
525 San Anselmo Avenue
San Anselmo, CA 94960
RE: Reimagine Creekside Commons Design Competition
Dear Town of Anselmo:
We are pleased to submit our qualifications for this beloved local park in San Anselmo and the applaud
the desire to better embrace the creek and the placemaking opportunities it represents. Our work
in landscape architecture, planning and urban design provides opportunities to work at a variety of
scales all around the world and represents a rich source of ideas as precedents for re-envisioning
creekside commons.
has worked with countless communities to generate ideas and experiences resulting in
beloved spaces and unique moments that become the intrinsic identity of the place. We think the
creek should be known for its year round beauty rather than it’s reputation for wreaking havoc in
downtown at intervals that are just long enough for people to forget.
Our firm is very engaged locally and is working extensively with the City of San Jose on a series of
public parks and also worked with them on the San Jose Environmental Innovation Center, showcasing
green building technology and responsible development. Additionally, we provided design alternatives
for an update of the heart of their downtown, Plaza de Cesar Chavez; and, we are leading the planning
and conceptual design of three neighborhood parks.
Recently, we have been working closely with the City of Sausalito on the renovation of Southview Park
including Planning Commission Approvals. These schematic plans and cost estimates were produced
to guide the phase one engineering plans that are out to bid. The Icehouse, with a plaza dedicated to
the local history of Sausalito, is currently under construction will be completed this spring. The city
has also contracted us to produce implementation plans for a renovation of the Civic Center, or the
city hall in Sausalito.
Having a presence and working to improve our local built environment is a big priority for the firm.
Associate Principal
in Sausalito has served on the board of directors of Sausalito Beautiful
for the past four years, with the last two as president, focusing on creating, enhancing and protecting
public landscapes. The organization has quickly become the authority on creating vibrant public
green spaces, with two street tree programs, median plantings and its work to make Sausalito
more resilient and is pushing to include landscapes as a component of the city’s infrastructure. In
addition to continued advocacy and education, the organization has developed funding models to
implement these projects that might not happen otherwise and have assisted city staff in design and
implementation of these projects.

Sincerely,

Managing Principal, San Francisco

Heights Mercantile, Texas

01 About
is a design firm focused on the creative fields of landscape architecture, planning, and
urban design. Throughout its 60 year history,
has embraced the idea that planning and
design can shape the environment in fundamental ways. At the core of our practice is a
passion for imaginative, solution-oriented design that balance the needs of natural and built
environments with social, cultural, and economic objectives to create value for our clients and
the communities our work supports.
works on a wide range of planning and urban design and landscape architecture projects
with varying scales, from regional master plans to small urban infill, plazas and parks. Our work
focuses on ecologically-based solutions that provide a strong sense of place and incorporate
the realities of costs, construction, and longevity. Our design approach looks at existing
systems and the landscape context, respecting both the existing situations and desired
functions while also seeking to improve on each and plan for the long-term needs of the city
and society.
For six decades,
has been recognized as a world leader in landscape architecture,
planning, and urban design. With more than 200 professionals throughout its eight studios
worldwide,
offers clients both a deep bench of talent and experience as well as the
energy, personal commitment, and responsiveness typical in smaller firms. Despite being one
of the largest firms of its type in the world,
is organized into smaller studio-based offices
that enhance creativity and client responsiveness. In our San Francisco studio, there are 30
employees. Our studio’s mix of established practitioners and young thinkers is capable of
vibrant innovation balanced with extensive and grounded experience.

l Statement of Qualifications

’s region-changing Buffalo Bayou project in Houston, Texas

In all our work, we strive to create excellent design
as best fits the project, our client’s needs, the local
environment, and the budget. For some projects, we
have the opportunity to push the limits of expectations
on public space, such as at Weill Lawn at Sonoma State
University, where we enabled the landscape to be an
extension of the theatre. At Guthrie Green in Oklahoma,
we focused on developing a venue that fit projected
community needs, but doubled as part of the energy and
stormwater system for the site and adjacent facilities.
We just recently completed a rigorous conceptual design
and community outreach effort for Portsmouth Square,
arguably the most-used public space per square foot
in all of San Francisco. Often called Chinatown’s “living
room”,
is working with the community to ensure the
new design can accommodate as well as foster a variety
of open space programming for the many daily and
year-round activities that take place in this busy plaza.
In addition to overall placemaking, we place special
focus on the anticipated initial development to establish
the feel and identity of the development.
harnesses
the unique people flows of each site, the unique climate


and human comfort factors of each site, the natural
systems and dramatic views on- and off-site, and the
unique culture and history of each site, to maximize the
drama and interaction of outdoor spaces with building
uses and massing. As the enthusiastic advocate of
outdoor space and outdoor experiences, we design the
neighborhood from the outside-in, in collaboration with
the architects designing the neighborhood from the
inside-out, striving for distinctive design that optimizes
both indoor and outdoor spaces within a desirable, iconic
whole.
We are skilled at addressing various waterfront conditions
as well as the redevelopment of an entire urban area,
including infill development and land use changes.
Because our work is land-based, we are able to create
plans that sensitively make the best use of terrain,
landform, natural systems, landscape, and urban
spaces, and integrate those elements with the required
infrastructure, buildings, and other improvements.
Our approach to your project is to improve the landscape
experience and functionality to create a design process
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that weaves together community goals, history,
culture, recreational and functional programs, tourism,
transportation, accessibility and open space into a
cohesive landscape experience unique to Creek Park.

ADDITIONAL CAPABILITIES
The
team combines international and local
experience with skills in public engagement,
programming and facilities management and financing,
environmental stewardship, and design. We bring
experience with all project elements and an ability to
integrate programming into design and implementation
of places of lasting value for the communities we serve.

Community Engagement
Whether it’s a public park or a private development,
the community’s support of a project is essential and
we believe that good communication is the key to
that success.
has been involved in numerous
consensus-building efforts, and have conducted
charrettes with agencies and public groups in an
interactive public process, where differing or conflicting
opinions are resolved in support of the common guiding
design principles.
can undertake a planning process to promote
maximum community and stakeholder participation
in which key stakeholders can discuss ideas and
information, and build an ongoing coalition of agencies,
communities and major stakeholders for developing a
vision for the project. The public participation process
will seek to clarify and deepen community involvement.
This process will become the campaign for community
wide endorsement and commitment necessary for
implementation of the plan.

Sustainability
To be sustainable is to endure, to adapt, and to employ
solutions that withstand the rigorous test of time.
Through our ecologically-based planning approach, we
ensure that designs conserve resources, encourage
pedestrian access, enhance natural site conditions,
and incorporate intelligent land use relationships.

l Qualifications

We appropriately integrate new development into the
larger framework through the efficient deployment of
infrastructure and extension of corridors and landmarks.
At the foundation of sustainable cities are viable, longterm, market-driven proposals that remain flexible, hold
value for property sales, and provide low-maintenance
strategies for decades to come.

Making it Real
The
team has planned, designed, and built
hundreds of award-winning projects both nationally and
internationally. We are urban designers and landscape
architects who design to build--when we draw, we are
thinking of the details. Our work is both innovative and
practical, respective of site context, community, and
cost.
brings a dynamic balance of activation and
programming combined with deep technical skills in
project implementation, incorporating experience of 60
years of award winning public open space.

“The City is currently collaborating and
working with
on a critical catalytic
project for our Downtown. They have been
extremely responsive to our feedback and
have always returned with innovative and
“game-changing” solutions in a timely
fashion.
We have found their quality of work to
be beyond exceptional. They brought a
sense of personalized uniqueness to our
project, reflective our community and
situation. We couldn’t have envisioned
a better partner and are looking forward
to continuing our working relationship as
other opportunities arise in the City of
Fremont.”
Jessica von Borck, Assistant City Manager,
City of Fremont

Guthrie Green, Tulsa, Oklahoma

Guthrie Green, Tulsa

02 Team Resumes

PRINCIPAL IN CHARGE

, FASLA, Managing Principal
will oversee and participate in all levels of design
and management, as well as provide principal level
support to the team and to the client.
is the
Managing Principal of
Group’s San Francisco studio
and is an accomplished landscape architect, urban
designer, and educator invested in issues of urbanism,
landscape design, and their symbiotic relationship to
cities. He is a board member for The Cultural Landscape
Foundation and an active member of the Bay Area’s
architecture and design community.
is also a leading
contributor on the topic of workplace of the future and
the role of the design community in leading those ideas.

Education

Master of Landscape Architecture,
Harvard University Graduate
School of Design
Bachelor of Landscape
Architecture, California State
Polytechnic University

Professional Registration
Registered Landscape Architect,
California, Arizona, Utah

San Francisco Arts Commissioner,
Civic Design Review
Harvard University Graduate
School of Design, Studio

Selected Awards
ASLA Northern California Honor
Award, San Antonio Station, 2016
ASLA Northern California Honor
Award, Iron Horse Park and Open
Space, 2014

FASLA, AIA, ULI

ASLA NorCal Merit Award,
Sunnydale HOPE, 2013

Professional Affiliations

ULI Global Award for Excellence,
Beijing Finance Street, 2008

The Cultural Landscape Foundation
Board Member

ASLA Firm Award, 2006

San Francisco Better Street Master
Plan Community Advisory
Committee

Selected Project Experience

Top: City Creek Center, Salt Lake City
Below: Golden State Warriors Event
Center and Open Space, San Francisco



•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

City of Fremont Civic Center Master Plan, Fremont, California
City Creek Center, Salt Lake City, Utah
Courthouse Square, San Rafael, California
DIRIDON, San Jose, California
Jack London Square, Oakland, California
Moffett Gateway, Mountain View, California
Golden State Warriors Arena, San Francisco, California
Googleplex (formerly SGI), Mountain View, California
North First Street Campus, San Jose, California
Palo Alto Square, Palo Alto, California
San Jose Gateway, San Jose, California
Store of the Future, Cupertino, California
San Antonio Station. Mountain View, California
Santa Clara Gateway, Santa Clara, California
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PROJECT MANAGER
Associate Principal

, ASLA

is focused this work on the development of
innovative public spaces for changing populations in the
Bay Area and China. He is interested in using alternative
materials in simple ways, and how our landscapes can
display beauty through usage, and in approaches to complex,
multi-dimensional sites that are process driven. He holds a
Bachelors Degree in Environmental Design and Geography
from the University of Minnesota as well as Masters Degrees
in Landscape Architecture and City and Regional Planning
from UC Berkeley. At Berkeley, he received the ASLA Student
Merit Award and was also involved in the creation of Ground
Up, a student-led landscape journal. His thesis, titled
Below Imperial, focused on the resiliency of landscape and
infrastructure at the Salton Sea in Southern California. His
design work is currently being published in two forthcoming
books about digital visualization and graphic representation.
Education

Master of Landscape Architecture, 2012, University of
California, Berkeley
Master of City and Regional
Planning, 2012, University of
California, Berkeley
Bachelor of Environmental
Design, 2008, University of
Minnesota

Professional Activities

Graduate Student Instructor,
Graduate Site Design Studio, UC
Berkeley, 2012

Program, 2011
Graduate Student Instructor,
Ecological Factors in Urban
Landscape Design, UC Berkeley,
2011

Selected Awards

2018 SVBJ Structures Awards,
Speculative Project of the Year,
237 on Moffett
ASLA Northern California Honor
Award, San Antonio Station, 2016
ASLA Northern California Merit
Award, San Antonio Station,
2015

Selected Project Experience
•
•
•
•
•

Top: 237 on Moffett, Sunnyvale
Below: San Antonio Station
(Google Rails), Mountain View
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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237 on Moffett (215 Moffett), Sunnyvale, California
301 East Evelyn Avenue, Mountain View, California
530 Lytton, Palo Alto, California
Atherton Civic Center, Atherton, California
BaywatchSF, SWA Summer Program 2018 Advisor, San Francisco,
California
Delta Americas HQ, San Jose, California
Evelyn Drive, Mountain View, California
Gateway Office Campus, San Jose, California
India Basin Design Competition, San Francisco, California
Los Gatos North 40, Los Gatos, California
Nanhu New Country Village, Jiaxing, China
San Antonio Station, Mountain View, California
China Beach, San Francisco, California
San Jose Avenue, San Francisco, California
Golden Shoal Park, Chongqing, China

, RLA, LEED AP

Associate Principal

Joining
June of 2005.
has focused on the
design and implementation of local projects of various
scales throughout California and more recently, Hawaii.
He enjoys taking advantage of the iconic California
landscape by incorporating it into high-end residential
work, with current projects underway in Glen Ellen,
Sonoma, Mill Valley, and San Anselmo. Public work such
as the San Francisco Unified School District’s Green
Schoolyards and Grattan Playground as well as the
recently completed San Jose Environmental Innovation
Center are raising the firm’s profile in the public realm
and building a portfolio of social impact design and
community-oriented work.
Education
Bachelor of Landscape
Architecture, 1999, University
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
Professional Registration
Licensed Landscape Architect: California #4676
Selected Awards
2016: ASLA Northern California Chapter Merit Award,
Design - Single Family Home,
Living Living Room, Sonoma
County, California

Award, Public Project –
Commercial/Industrial, San
Jose Environmental Innovation Center
2014: The Inaugural Julia
Morgan Award, New
Construction, Renovations &
Additions - Stanford University John A. & Cynthia Fry
Gunn Building (SIEPR)
2011: California Preservation
Foundation Design Award,
Rehabilitation, Stanford
University Peterson Labs
Building

2015: Santa Clara Valley Urban
Runoff Pollution Prevention
Program Site Design

Selected Project Experience

Top: Triple C Ranch, San Anselmo
Below: Hicks Mountain Ranch, Nicasio



•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Angwin EcoVillage, Angwin, California
Cornell University, East Hill Village, Ithaca, New York
Film Archive and Preservation Center, Santa Clarita, California
Four Seasons Oahu at Ko Olina, Oahu, Hawaii
Hicks Mountain Ranch, Nicasio, California
Leahy Residence, Sonoma, California
Ogden Residence, Mill Valley, California
Rancho San Ramon Community Park, San Ramon, California
Sacred Heart Schools Campus Plan, Atherton, California
Sandler Residence, Glen Ellen, California
San Jose Environmental Innovation Center, San Jose, Caifornia
Stanford University, Arguello Mall, Stanford, California
Stanford University, Lagunita Court Infill Housing, Stanford, California
Stanford University, Lasuen Mall Improvement, Stanford, California
Triple C Ranch, San Anselmo, California
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DESIGNER
Associate
, a Bay Area native, has a passion for California
landscapes and emphasizes the role of water, native
ecology, and climate in successful, sustainable landscape
design. She enjoys working in urban settings that engage
diverse user groups and provide greater opportunities
to influence the way people interact with their everyday
spaces. In all of her work
seeks to improve
the experience of users, increase connection to the
environment, introduce educational design elements, and
provide elegant solutions to programmatic needs. At
,
she has been an essential team member on a wide range
of projects from streetscapes to master planning.

Education
Bachelor of Landscape
Architecture, Highest Honors,
2016, University of California,
Berkeley
Minor in Sustainable Design
and Conservation Resource
Studies
Professional Activities
Urban Land Institute (ULI)
Selected Awards
2018 SVBJ Structures Awards,
Speculative Project of the Year,
237 on Moffett

2018 ASLA Northern California
Chapter Merit Award, Truman
Presidential Library
2017 ASLA Northern California
Chapter Merit Award,
Universidad de Monterrey
Geraldine Knight Scott
Traveling Fellowship: ‘Water,
Culture, and Climate’, 2016
- 2018
Additional Languages
Spanish

Selected Project Experience
•
•
•
•

Top: Moffett Gateway, Mountain View
Below: Atherton Civic Center, Atherton
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1190 Borregas, Sunnyvale, California
237 on Moffett (215 & 217 Moffett), Mountain View, California
Atherton Civic Center, Atherton, California
BaywatchSF, SWA Summer Program 2018 Advisor, San Francisco,
California
Caltrain Plaza, South San Francisco, California
Cupertino Retail, Cupertino, California
Downtown Summerlin Ballpark, Las Vegas, Nevada
Downtown Summerlin District Streetscapes, Las Vegas, Nevada
Executive Park Streetscape Master Plan, San Francisco, California
Mission Square, San Francisco, California
Moffett Gateway, Mountain View, California
Montague Square, San Jose, California
Pacific Shores Campus, Redwood City, California
Palo Alto Square, Palo Alto, California
PayPal Campus, San Jose, California
SF State Campus Physical Plan Update, San Francisco, California
Grand Ave. Streetscape Master Plan, South San Francisco, California
Truman Presidential Library and Museum, Independence, Missouri
Universidad de Monterrey, Monterrey, Mexico
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03 Featured Projects

Buffalo Bayou Park

Buffalo Bayou Park
HOUSTON, TEXAS
One of Houston’s few bayous that escaped channelization
and concretization by the Army of Corps of Engineers,
Buffalo Bayou also presents one of the most critical green
spaces for the city. It still retains its riparian ecosystem,
traversing major parts of the city and connecting
neighborhoods to downtown and out to the Houston Ship
Channel.

Client: Buffalo Bayou Partnership
Architect: Page
Size: 171.5 acres
Scope:
Master Planning
Full Landscape Architecture Services

Buffalo Bayou Park

Hardening of the watershed through urbanization over the
last century has greatly increased flood hazards throughout
the city, and lack of connectivity with its context causes the
bayou to be an underutilized cultural resource. The project
extends the half-mile Bagby-to-Sabine promenade an
additional two miles to Shepherd Drive, provides trails and
park space, and considers the fluvial geomorphology of the
bayou to work with the persistent flooding endemic to the
area.

Buffalo Bayou Park

Buffalo Bayou Park

Hunters Point South Waterfront Park

Hunters Point South
Waterfront Park
LONG ISLAND CITY, NEW YORK
Hunter’s Point South Waterfront Park was envisioned
as an international model of urban ecology and a world
laboratory for innovative sustainable thinking. The project
is a collaboration between
I for the open space and park design with
as the prime consultant and infrastructure designer.

Scope:
Landscape Architecture

Hunters Point South Waterfront Park

What was once a barren post-industrial site has been
transformed into a world-class park that is both urbane
and otherworldly. The site is waterfront and city, gateway
and sanctuary, blank slate and pentimento. These readings
suggest an approach to the landscape that enhances what
is unique about the site, while framing a new multi-layered
identity as a recreational and cultural paradigm. Employing
innovative sustainable design strategies, our team has
woven infrastructure, landscape, and architecture into
new open spaces with connections to the surrounding
communities. The park provides access to the water’s edge
and spectacular views of the Manhattan skyline.

Environmental Innovation Center

Environmental Innovation
Center
SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA
Serving as a demonstration and education facility, the
Environmental Innovation Center provides offices for
the city’s environmental services division, a venue
for collecting household hazardous wastes, research
space for electric vehicles, and a retail space for the
sale of salvaged building materials.

Client: Group 4 Architecture, City of San Jose
Size: 4 acres/1.6 ha
Scope: SD through CA for City of San Jose with Group4 Architects
Architect: Group 4 Architecture
Award: Santa Clara Valley Urban Runoff Pollution Prevention Program Site
Design Award

Environmental Innovation Center

and Group 4 partnered to work on the renovation
of the existing building into a LEED Silver facility. In
all instances of demolition and reconstruction,
worked to demonstrate reuse of all materials on site
including crushed asphalt and concrete rubble. A new
living wall has been installed to screen the household
hazardous waste collection area and serves as an
identity piece for the project. Some of the sustainable
landscape elements include pervious unit pavers,
bioswales, drought tolerant plants and native grasses,
and planting to minimize solar gain.

Sausalito Ice House Plaza

Sausalito Ice House Plaza
SAUSALITO, CALIFORNIA

Client: Sausalito Historical Society
Size: Site: 4,315 sf
Landscape: 3,700 sf
Buildings: 800 sf
Scope: Project Type - Landscape Architecture
Scope of Work - Concept - Construction

Sausalito Ice House Plaza

Located in downtown Sausalito, the Ice House is Sausalito’s
visitor center and historical museum. Thousands of visitors,
students and residents alike engage the Ice House and its
adjacent space. Since 2009, the Sausalito Historical Society
has been working to develop a plan to re-design the site for
the Ice House. After many iterations, the project resurfaced
in 2015.
was approached to provide pro-bono input
on the plaza design. This joint effort with Leslie Stone, a
local landscape exhibit and graphic designer, resulted in the
current concept. Since that original effort,
has been
contracted to provide a full scope of services at a reduced
fee for the project. This design concept seeks to open up
the plaza for gathering, historic exhibits and student tours,
all core elements of the Historical Society’s program. The
design recalls the early years of the Ice House, in which it
was used as a railroad cold cargo hold. A reinterpretation of
the former rail lines extends through the plaza, terminating
into railroad tie-inspired benches. Interpretative elements
around the site, designed by an exhibit designer, reveal the
history of Sausalito. Existing Canary pines are maintained,
and the plaza evolves into a gathering and learning space at
the core of downtown.

Paradise Beach County Park

Paradise Beach County Park
TIBURON, MARIN COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

Client: Marin County
CSW/Stuber-Stroeh Engineering Group,Inc.
Award: ASLA Honor Award for Analysis and Planning
Size: 0.618 acre/2,500 m2
Scope:
Master Plan
Public Outreach & Participation

Paradise Beach County Park

Paradise Beach Park is an existing park located along
the northeast shore of the Tiburon Peninsula, nestled
in a residential neighborhood. With great views of the
San Francisco Bay, the park is a popular destination for
Marin County residents. Facilities include a picnic area,
an access ramp for kayaks, and a long fishing pier.
worked with CSW Engineers to revise the previous
landscape architect’s plan for the park with goals
to restore the existing seawall and provide a more
accessible waterfront.

Bassett Park

Pellier Park

North San Jose Parks

North San Pedro Park

North San Jose Parks
SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA
As part of an on-call contract with the City of San
Jose’s Parks, Recreation, and Neighborhood Services
Department,
is leading the planning and conceptual
design of three publicly accessible turnkey parks: North
San Pedro Park, Bassett Park, and Pellier Park. Currently,
an extensive community outreach is being conducted for
all three parks separately, incorporating an integrated art
program that is unique to each site.

site context
Client: City of San Jose
Scope: Community Outreach, Conceptual Design

North San Jose Parks

North San Pedro Park is intended to be a public urban
space rather than a traditional park. The public urban
space concept uses accent paving, art, and site
furnishings as focal points. A unifying theme will be
incorporated that will tie this linear park space to other
public spaces in the North San Pedro area including the
San Pedro Market. Final design must be completed in
a way that allows access to significant underground
utilities, meets the fire access requirements, the
American’s with Disabilities Act, and is safe, durable, and
maintainable.

“I just wanted to acknowledge
all the incredible work that went
into yesterday’s workshop over
the past few months, from
all the stunning presentation
materials to the meticulous
attention to detail in getting
the event organized, setup,
and executed successfully.
We’re lucky to have such a great
design team for Portsmouth
Square and I feel very lucky to
be working with great partners.”
- Jackie Ho, Project Manager,
City of San Francisco,
Recreation and Parks
Department
EXTERIOR PROGRAM ROOMS

Portsmouth Square

Portsmouth Square
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

Portsmouth Square is the heart of Chinatown San Francisco,
the main civic park for all community festivals and events
as well as an important day to day outdoor living room’ for
the community. Since being established as Yerba Buena’s
first public space in 1833, Portsmouth Square has undergone
many iterations.
and our subconsultants are leading
a comprehensive outreach process which will ultimately
determine the extent of the final program and scope. As the
park is located in SF’s celebrated Chinatown neighborhood,
outreach is being conducted in English, Mandarin, and
Cantonese. From the input, the design team is developing
a concept design, conceptual design report, and obtain
necessary regulatory approvals for the next phase of the
project.
Client: City and County of San
Francisco
Size:
Park scope: 70,000 SF
Streetscape scope: 150,000 SF

Portsmouth Square

Scope:
Master Planning
Concept Design
Architect:
MEI Architects
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Sandy Hook Permanent Memorial

Visitors give candles to the water, which carries them inwards.

The Clearing
NEWTOWN, CT

This project was designed to honor the 20 children and 6
educators who were slain on Dec 14, 2012 at Sandy Hook
Elementary School. Designers Dan Affleck and Ben Waldo
created a competition winning design for a memorial space
which is both open-ended and unifying in how it is experienced
- honoring the full spectrum of emotions which this tragedy
evokes. They wanted to create a space which visitors could
participate in, and which would grow with them over time.
Three primary elements - the circle, the path, and the tree
create a design which achieves these goals.
A circling network of paths takes the visitor through a
woodland, across ponds and meadows. The paths connect to
one another, and allow the walker to experience the space in
their own way and at their own pace before arriving at the
center. This honors the process of grieving and remembrance.
The Memorial Clearing is framed by two low stone walls with
wood tops. The Memorial Clearing is framed by two low stone
seatwalls. In the center, a water feature sits in a granite
basin. The granite edge of the feature is engraved with the

Sandy Hook Permanent Memorial 

names of the victims. Water flows spiraling inwards towards
a planter at the center, where a young sycamore is planted
to symbolize the young age of the victims. The motion of the
water embraces the tree and captures the energy, form, and
cycle of the landscape around it. Visitors are encouraged to
give a candle or a flower to the water, which will carry the
offering across the space in an act of bridging the deceased
and the living.
After a 5 year process of site selection and development
of memorial criteria, the Sandy Hook Permanent Memorial
Commission selected this design out of 189 submissions with
overwhelming support from the families of the victims.
submitted the design independently as
a passion project, and brought the project to
after being
chosen as finalists.
Client: Town of Newtown, Sandy Hook Permanent Memorial Commission
Size: 230,868 sf (5.3 Acres)
Scope: Concept (Competition Phase), Schematic Design, Design
Development, Construction Documentation, Construction Administration

I

Guthrie Green Park, Tulsa

04 References
City of San José
Parks, Recreation and Neighborhood Services
Ms. Robin Spear, Senior Landscape Architect
(408) 535-3508
robin.spear@sanjoseca.gov
City of Sausalito
Mike Langford, Director of Parks and Recreation
(415) 289-4126
MLangford@sausalito.gov
San Francisco Recreation and Park Department
City & County of San Francisco

Jackie Ho, Project Manager, Capital & Planning Division
(415) 581-2541
jacqueline.ho@sfgov.org
Buffalo Bayou Partnership
Anne Olson
( 713) 752-0314
Fx: 713.223.3500
aolson@buffalobayou.org
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Landscape Architecture,
Planning, and Urban Design.

Our creative, studio-based
offices are committed to
design that results in
beauty, sustainability and
social well-being.

