Department of Public Works
525 San Anselmo Avenue, San Anselmo CA 94960
(415) 258-4616 Fax (415) 454-4683

Heritage Tree - $245
Street Tree - $120

SUPPLEMENTAL QUESTIONNAIRE
FOR TREE WORK PERMIT
A permit is required to remove or significantly prune any heritage tree, any tree on undeveloped property and any street tree. A heritage tree is
defined as a tree with a minimum diameter at breast height (DBH = 4.5 feet above grade) of 22 inches. A permit is required to remove any tree on
undeveloped property with a DBH of 7 inches. Pruning is defined as, and limited to, removal of less than 25% of the tree’s foliage. An arborist’s
report and photograph of the tree(s) are required prior to an application being complete. Application must include at least one photo
showing the context of the tree or application may be deemed incomplete. NOTE: Acacia, Eucalyptus, Plum, Privet and Monterey Pine trees are
considered nuisance trees and do not require a permit to remove. S.A.M.C. Sections 4-9 & 4-13
ANY PERSON VIOLATING THE PROVISIONS OF THIS CHAPTER SHALL BE GUILTY OF EITHER AN INFRACTION OR A MISDEMEANOR.

1. Value of work: $__________ (A licensed contractor Class D-49, C-60 or C-27) is required for work of $300 or more.
2. Describe the type of tree work that is proposed including type of tree(s), number, remove, prune, etc.: ____________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Describe the reason for the work: ___________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Location of tree(s): ■ Front Yard

Side Yard

5. Is this proposed tree a: ■ Heritage Tree

Rear Yard

Street Tree

Undeveloped lot tree

6. What is the DBH? __________
7. What is the health of the tree(s)? ___________________________________________________________________
8. How close is the tree to a major structure(s) i.e. the house? ______________________________________________
9. Does the tree interfere with utility services? __________________________________________________________
10. Does the tree threaten or impede upon existing structures? ■ Yes
No If Yes, describe how _________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
11. What is the topography of land in the vicinity of the tree? Will the proposed work cause increased soil erosion, soil
instability, or will it cause the redirection of surface flow? _______________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
12. What will the general effect of the tree work be on property values in the area? _______________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
3) We would like to make the home as accessible as possible to first responders and the subject tree currently acts as an obstruction near the center
of what could be as open a turnaround area as the lot allows. Removal of the subject tree would increase accessibility to the site and parking area
and would abate the risk of branch failure onto the home, cars, and inhabitants of the site. In addition, the current driveway requires
exiting the driveway in a backward facing manner onto a busy San Anselmo Ave increasing risks of an accident with pedestrians, cyclists and
automobiles. The removal of the subject tree would diminish the risk of accidents by supporting forward facing exiting of the driveway.
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Urban Forestry Associates, Inc.
1316 San Anselmo Ferrario Valley Oak

June 28, 2019

Client: Mariano Ferrario
Project Location: 1316 San Anselmo Ave, San Anselmo
Inspection Date: June 27, 2019
Arborist: Ben Anderson

Assignment
Mariano Ferrario contacted Urban Forestry Associates to request an arborist report for a mature valley oak
(Quercus lobata) in the front of his home. The report was to be used in association with a Tree Removal Permit
application.
Observations
Species
Valley oak
Diameter
30.5 inches (heritage per the San Anselmo Municipal Code)
Location
Approximately eight feet southwest of the home (see map in Figure 1). The gravel driveway
extends up to the base of the tree (Figure 2).
Health
Good. See explanation of condition ratings in Table 1.
Structure1
Good. While there is no single dominant leader in the tree, the main crotches are well formed
with no evidence of included bark. There is a significant decay cavity in one large branch over
the driveway in the south portion of the canopy.
Form2
Fair to good. Bowed to the south away from the larger adjacent valley oak.
Site
The site is well populated with mature valley oaks.
The property is located inside the Wildland Urban Interface (WUI).
The home sits at the end of a 200-foot-long driveway and the lot is approximately 60 feet wide,
east to west.
Discussion
Per the San Anselmo amendments to the 2006 International Wildland Urban Interface Code, “Driveways in
excess of 150 feet in length shall be provided with turnarounds.” Turnarounds shall “have inside turning radii of
not less than 27 feet and outside turning radii of not less than 45 feet (San Anselmo, California, Municipal
Code, Title 3 Section 3 art. X, § 3-3.1002).” The overall width of a hammerhead is to be 120 feet. An
acceptable alternative to the standard hammerhead allows for a perpendicular turnout with a total width of 70
feet.
Conclusions
It does not appear to me that the existing driveway meets the WUI standards set forth by the Ross Valley Fire
Department as it is greater than 150 feet and does not have an adequate turnaround. It will not be able to meet
these standards due to the narrow lot. The Ferrario family would like to make the home as accessible as
possible to first responders and the subject tree currently acts as an obstruction near the center of what could
be as open a turnaround area as the lot allows. Removal of the subject tree would increase accessibility to the
site and parking area and would abate the risk of branch failure onto the home, cars, and inhabitants of the
site.

1

Structure – Overall stability of the tree or its branches. This can be negatively affected by things such as
acute angle crotches, decay cavities, strong leans, stem girdling roots, ambrosia beetles, history of failures,
etc.
2
Form – The plant’s overall appearance as it relates to its shape or silhouette. Can be negatively affected by
crown asymmetries.
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SCOPE OF WORK AND LIMITATIONS
Urban Forestry Associates has no personal or monetary interest in the outcome of this investigation. All
observations regarding trees in this report were made by UFA, independently, based on our education and
experience. All determinations of health condition, structural condition, or hazard potential of a tree or trees at
issue are based on our best professional judgment. The health and hazard assessments in this report are
limited by the visual nature of the assessment. Defects may be obscured by soil, brush, vines, aerial foliage,
branches, multiple trunks, other trees, etc. Even structurally sound, healthy trees can fail during severe storms.
Consequently, even a low risk rating is not a guarantee of no risk, hazard, or sound health.

Benjamin Anderson, Urban Forester
ISA Board Certified Master Arborist & TRAQ
WE:10160B
(415) 454-4212
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Table 1. Condition ratings table. Taken from Guide for Plant Appraisal, 10th edition

Rating
category
Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Condition components
Health
Structure
High vigor and nearly perfect
Nearly ideal and free of defects.
health with little or no twig
dieback, discoloration, or
defoliation
Vigor is normal for the species. Well-developed structure.
No significant damage due to
Defects are minor and can be
diseases or pests. Any twig
corrected.
dieback, defoliation, or
discoloration is minor.

Form
Nearly ideal for the species.
Generally symmetric.
Consistent with the
intended use.
Minor
asymmetries/deviations
from species norm. Mostly
consistent with the
intended use. Function and
aesthetics are not
compromised.
Reduced vigor. Damage due to A single defect of a significant
Major
insects or diseases may be
nature or multiple moderate
asymmetries/deviations
significant and associated with defects. Defects are not practical from species norm and/or
defoliation but is not likely to be to correct or would require
intended use. Function
fatal. Twig dieback, defoliation, multiple treatments over several and/or aesthetics are
discoloration, and/or dead
years.
compromised.
branches may comprise up to
50% of the crown.
Unhealthy and declining in
appearance. Poor vigor. Low
foliage density and poor foliage
color are present. Potentially
fatal pest infestation. Extensive
twig and/or branch dieback.
Poor vigor. Appears to be dying
and in the last stages of life.
Little live foliage.

A single serious defect or
multiple significant defects.
Recent change in tree
orientation. Observed structural
problems cannot be corrected.
Failure may occur at any time.
Single or multiple severe
defects. Failure is probable or
imminent.

Largely
asymmetric/abnormal.
Detracts from intended use
and/or aesthetics to a
significant degree.
Visually unappealing.
Provides little or no function
in the landscape.

Dead
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Figure 1. Map of subject property. Approximate location of subject tree indicated with red arrow. Approximate
length of driveway measured with Google.
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Figure 2. Base of subject tree surrounded by driveway gravel.
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Figure 3. Base of subject tree surrounded by driveway gravel. Proximity to home is around 8 feet.

